GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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Office of the Director
Dear Principal:

Schools serve as the backbone of any community — a place where children learn and grow and neighbors can come
together around common interests and concerns. One of today’s most alarming issues is the lack of health care
coverage in this country for some 9 million young people. School leaders are well-poised to help address this issue
because of their care and a commitment for our youth. DC Healthy Families is the District’s free health insurance
program for eligible uninsured and underinsured working families. I am writing to ask for your participation in
Cover the Uninsured Week, March 22 — 28, 2009, a national initiative that involves the school community and
other organizations in this city.

Cover the Uninsured Week, March 22 - 28, 2009 will focus attention on the growing number of uninsured and
generate commitment to solving this problem. Children without health insurance are more likely than children with
health insurance to go without needed care and to experience worse health outcomes. What’s more, research shows
that the uninsured live sicker and die younger than those with health insurance. The spiritual and civil rights leader,
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the
most shocking and inhumane.” The plight of the uninsured merits the attention of the school community,
particularly as it impacts our children.

DC Healthy Families works with DC Public, Private and Chartered Schools and a diverse group of other
organizations to spread the word about this free program and how families can apply. Although the work to
increase awareness of and enrollment into this program happens throughout the year, Cover the Uninsured Week
promises to shine a spotlight on who are the uninsured, why they are uninsured, the consequences of being
uninsured and how this issue affects every American—not just those without insurance.

During this Week and throughout the year, DC Healthy Families makes it easy for schools to get involved by
offering materials for electronic or manual distribution to parents, as well as onsite counselors to attend PTA
meetings, fairs and other existing events and activities. These resources and many more are available by
contacting the DC Healthy Families at 1-888-557-1116.

I look forward to talking with you soon about how we can work together to give your school families the
opportunity to learn more about DC Healthy Families. Together, we can make a difference in reducing the
number of uninsured District residents. Commitment is what matters most!

Again, we are available throughout the year to assist you with promoting this important program to your
families or community. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact our Health Line at
1-888-557-11 11 kit contents can be downloaded online at www.providers-dchealthyfamilies.com.
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Acting Director
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